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"Nonviolence is the answer to the crucial political and moral questions of our time; the
need for mankind to overcome oppression and violence without resorting to oppression
and violence. Mankind must evolve for all human conflict a method which rejects
revenge, aggression, and retaliation. The foundation of such a method is love". Martin
Luther King Jr.

Scripture

"Then the king stood by a pillar and made a covenant before the Lord, to follow the
Lord and to keep His commandments and His testimonies and His statutes, with all his
heart and all his soul, to perform the words of this covenant that were written in this
book. And all the people took a stand for the covenant.” 2 Kings 23:3

Observation

In this passage of Scripture, the Bible records that Josiah, the king of Judah at that time, made
a covenant before the Lord to follow Him with all of his heart and all of his soul in obedience to
the commands of the Lord written in the word of God. When King Josiah publicly made this
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heart and soul commitment to follow the Lord and obey the word of God, Jewish history records
that all the people turned to the Lord and took a stand for their covenant relationship with Him.

Application

As leaders in our community, we have tremendous leadership influence to significantly impact
our community and our nation much like King Josiah had tremendous leadership influence to
significantly impact his community and nation. When we are willing to publicly come forth as
leaders of righteousness in the kingdom of God and follow the Lord with all of our heart, soul,
strength, and mind, the Lord gives us great ability to make real positive lasting impacts in our
community and nation. Because people take notice when leaders lead with a genuine heart
strong after God, the hearts of others are softened toward the Lord and their spines are
strengthened to take a stand for their covenant relationship with Him.

Prayer

Heavenly Father, | praise You for You are Jehovah Tsidkenu, the Lord our Righteousness!
Thank You Lord for exchanging Your righteousness for my unrighteousness at the Cross so
that | could become the righteousness of God in Christ Jesus! As | commit my heart, soul,
strength, and mind to follow after You as a leader of righteousness in Your kingdom, give me
the discipline to obey You and the spine to do what You ask me to do. | love You Jesus! Amen!
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Gary J. Borgstede is the published author of the leadership books titled, The Make It Happen
Journey and Kings Come Forth, as well as the faith-based leadership education blog at www.
makeithappenmoment.com
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