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As Christians, we often feel torn between living for Christ and getting caught up in the things of
this world. It almost seems like we are double-minded or schizophrenic at times. We want to do
right, but it seems like we just keep messing up. Jesus expresses this so eloquently when he
tells his disciples, "the spirit is willing, but the flesh is weak." He understood the struggle it would
be for us to overcome the temptations of the world and to remain true to Him.

 So what is the solution? Colossians 3 is one of my favorite chapters in the Bible. It seems so
difficult to attain, but at the same time, there is so much hope within the first several verses.

 Colossians 3:1-3 - Since then, you have been raised with Christ, set your hearts on things
above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things above, not on
earthly things. For you died, and your life is now hidden with Christ in God. Therefore, when
Christ, who is your life, appears, you will also appear with Him in glory.

 Paul begins the chapter by telling the Colossians that have been raised with Christ, meaning
that their position is already established. In essence, the work of Christ has already been
accomplished in their lives. He then gives them their responsibility. They should in response set
their hearts on the things above, where Christ is seated at the right hand of God. This is a
command of affection. He reminds them of the victorious position of Christ. These affections will
then drive their thoughts. This leads to the second command. In verse 2, he tell them to set their
minds on things above, not on earthly things. This command shows that they should be
intentional about their thoughts. It is not something that would come immediately or naturally.
The tendency would be to think about the present earthly concerns because they are the
seeming direct priority at the time. However, Paul gives the reason why they should have this
upward perspective. He tells them that their old selves have died and now they are hidden with
Christ in God. Therefore, they are not who they once were. Since they are hidden with Christ,
their hearts and minds should now be conforming to His. The world should no longer be seeing
them, but rather Him. They are not alone on the journey. They are with Christ. It is an intimate
partnership. The following verse shows the extent of the intimacy as well as the reward for
perseverance. It states that when Christ, who is your life, appears, you will also appear with him
in glory. Therefore, Christ's future glory at His return will be ours as well. This gives us hope.
This is what we should be looking towards: our future glory with Christ.

 When we compare compromising our integrity over a promotion at the present job verses our
future glory with Christ, the former seems minuscule. When we throw all of our affections on the
"person of the moment" instead of trusting Christ for our future, it seems futile if we look at it
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with the end result of our future glory in mind. God has so much more to give us than we realize
most of the time. Often times, we simply want to settle for whatever tickles our fancy at the
moment. This leads us to stray from the one we love the most. Yet, when we decide to place
our affections and our thoughts, not on the things going on presently in the world, but on what
God has in store for us through Christ, the battle does not seem so formidable. However, it is a
continuous decision we must make. We have wandering hearts and minds. The world is flashy
and flirty, daring us to stray. However, take hope that Christ has already done the work in you.
He is partnering with you and He is with you for every step of the journey.

Cortney Whiting graduated from Berry College with a Bachelors of Arts in Psychology and
graduated from Dallas Theological Seminary with a Masters of Theology, concentrating on New
Testament Studies. 
 becomingministries.blogspot.com/
 Copywrite 2011

  

Article Source: http://www.faithwriters.com - CHRISTIAN WRITERS

  

Used with permission. Writer’s views do not necessarily represent those of Faith Food.

  

For comments, write to editor@faithfood.net

  

  

 2 / 2

http://www.faithwriters.com/
http://www.faithwriters.com/
mailto:editor@faithfood.net

